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Flipping for school support

Local restaurant
commits to raising
funds, supporting
local students
By Jenn Rein

Behind the doors of the Brakeman
American Grill in Victor, there is never a
dull moment. Happy diners come and go
while owner Joe Reed mans the grill and
wife Patty leads the wait staff with a calm
smile. Since the summer of 2010, these two
have been busy creating a successful and
much beloved local eatery that caters to the
beef lover in us all.
There are many in Teton Valley that may
be unaware of another type of success that
these two are achieving; that of community
patronage. Beginning in early 2011, the
Brakeman Grill made a commitment in
support of Teton High School. It began
with a conversation that Joe had with Don
Betts, Teton High’s girls’ basketball coach.
The players required new uniforms, and the
school district was struggling to meet the
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Joe and Patty Reed serve up one of the best burgers in the valley, but they have also served their community over the last year
by supporting programs that need a boost. From basketball and Spanish Club to nonprofits, its been the Reeds to the rescue.
need. The Reeds immediately conceived
an idea that would lend support, involving
the basketball team members and the
community.
On a frigid Teton Valley night, the team
suited up and served a dinner shift. Patty
attests to the popularity of this inaugural
fundraiser.
“We were packed”, she said with a grin,
“and the girls handled it incredibly well.”
From her own experience, Reed knows
what it’s like to be “in the weeds” as they
say in the restaurant industry, cranking out
orders and seeing no end of plates ahead.
But on that night, the team took charge like
pros. The Brakeman donated part of their
gross earnings during the dinner shift, and
the tips that the girls banked that night went
to brand new Redskin regalia. This year, the
fundraiser was held again. Of the outcome,
Joe says, “People love the girls’ basketball
team. They packed ‘em in again.”
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Determined to continue making a
difference, the Reeds made the decision
to hold another fundraiser for an
extracurricular that was more academic,
one that does not garner as much attention
as sports might. In early 2011, they
coordinated with Pat Hogan, advisor to
Teton High’s chapter of the Business
Professionals of America (BPA). Again, the
participants brought their enthusiasm to the
table and made money for their organization
while serving the Brakeman burgers.
“These two provided tremendous help
and a big boost to our club. What a great
shot in the arm it was to have their support,”
Hogan said.
The proceeds went directly to help
fund a trip to Nashville, Tenn., where BPA
members were allowed to compete at a
national level.
This school year alone, in addition to the
basketball fundraiser, the Reeds have been
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advocates for the high school’s Spanish
club, Teton Distinguished Young Women’s
program, and have started a reading
program through the elementary schools.
The reward for pages turned? A “Little
Brakeman” burger sized for smaller hands.
Beyond what this teaches the participating
kids – work ethics and teamwork – the
willingness of the Reeds to give back
nurtures a community wide connection.
They have managed to create awareness
regarding the importance of programming
in the schools that not only need help, but
are integral to the lives of the kids involved.
Recently, the generosity of this pair of
business owners reached past the scope of
school district programming. The Yama
Judo organization (formerly Nikko Judo
Academy), a nonproﬁt seeking to provide
martial arts instruction that is family
oriented, was in dire need of help
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