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Editor’s note: The author of this column 
is a local resident who wished to remain 
anonymous since marijuana is not yet legal 
in Idaho.

I recently road tripped my way out of 
Teton Valley. On the itinerary was short 
travel through Colorado, with no real 
agenda to stop. As Denver approached on 
the horizon, a reason to dawdle took shape. 
You may call it modern day tourism, or 
call it rolling the dice. But one thing you 
cannot call it is illegal. I stopped and I 
shopped at a marijuana dispensary.

The chosen purveyor was called 
The Grass Station, located just south of 
downtown Denver. I found it on a Google 
search. Approaching the building on foot, 
there is a distinct smell of weed in the air. I 
for one have never had cause to be around 
this amount of marijuana. It never occurred 
to me that the smell would waft heavily in 
fresh mountain air as it did.

Identification checked at the door, then 
once again inside, and a transaction began. 
At The Grass Station, a retail sales clerk is 
called a “bud tender.” Their job is to walk a 
client through a variety of options, pulling 
glass jars of cannabis from a display 
case and allowing a sniff. All product is 
dutifully monitored by the employees. You 
can look, but no touching allowed.

There is also a limit on the amount 
of marijuana that you are permitted to 
purchase. If you live in Colorado, you may 
buy more than an out of state consumer. I 
was permitted to buy seven grams. That’s 
a quarter, to you stoners out there. That’s 
plenty. Since there was no reason to buy 
the maximum allowed – after all, I wasn’t 
tackling a multi-week stay within state 
lines – I bought a joint. That’s a “marijuana 
cigarette” to you non-stoners out there.

I bought marijuana. At a store. Then, I 
walked out with my purchase.

Nobody handcuffed me and declared 
me a felon. The experience of buying weed 
legally, at a licensed retailer in the U.S., 
seemed nuts. Yet, the federal government 
has not interfered with legalization in 
Colorado or Washington. Back in 2008, 
Massachusetts voters decided to legalize 
possession of small amounts, thus allowing 
possession of less than one ounce to be 
punishable by a paltry $100 fine. 

Current political climates, voting 
records, and legal precedents  predict the 
following states are expected to be next in 
legalization: Alaska, California, Oregon, 
Massachusetts, and Washington D.C. Tales 
of this potential for change will be told 
in the upcoming 2014 election for some, 
while others will have a chance to cast 
their votes in 2016.

Upon legalization, Colorado imposed 
a 15 percent excise tax on wholesale 
marijuana and a 10 percent sales tax on 
retail sales. This is in addition to a 2.9 

percent tax on medical marijuana. Local 
governments will keep 15 percent of sales 
tax revenue, while the rest of the funding 
will be used by state. According to a recent 
review, Colorado expects to bring an 
estimated $98 million in weed revenue for 
the year, exceeding original expectations 
by 40 percent. 

It boggles the mind to consider the 
possibility that the twenty states currently 
allowing medical marijuana sales – 
yes, twenty – would someday permit 
recreational sales. But let’s face it, that 
hasn’t happened yet. Marijuana use, both 
medical and recreational, is not permitted 
in the state that I call home. Punishment 
for possession in Idaho is incredibly harsh. 

The germination stage of acceptance 
may lie in embracing cannabis as a method 
to treat multiple, debilitating medical 
conditions. Dr. Sanjay Gupta, an American 
neurosurgeon and assistant professor of 
neurosurgery at Emory University’s School 
of Medicine, explains further:

“I have sat in labs and personally 
analyzed the molecules in marijuana that 
have such potential but are also a source 
of intense controversy. I have seen those 
molecules turned into medicine that has 
quelled epilepsy in a child and pain in a 
grown adult. I’ve seen it help a woman 
at the peak of her life to overcome the 
ravages of multiple sclerosis,” Gupta 
writes. “I am more convinced than ever 
that it is irresponsible to not provide the 
best care we can, care that often may 
involve marijuana.”

Early in my professional career, I 
worked as an executive assistant at 
an aerospace giant. My mentor was a 
wonderful, intelligent, accomplished 
woman named Linda, a breast cancer 
survivor. In 1998, within months of 
celebrating five years cancer free, Linda 
was diagnosed with fatal liver cancer. 
She joked with me that she hadn’t 
smoked weed legally since the late sixties 
(the federal drug schedules were not 
released until 1970, during the Nixon 
administration). “Isn’t it ridiculous that 
I had to get sick to enjoy it again? It’s 
practically the 21st century!” Prior to her 
death, cannabis eased her pain.

When I consider the legalization of 
marijuana, I do think of those like Linda. I 
believe it is a legitimate medical treatment. 
As for recreational use, misinformation on 
the topic can be had. But one needs look 
no further than Colorado for an example 
of responsible use and resultant economic 
growth. It is not too far from where our 
valley sits, geographically, but as far as the 
current mindset goes here in Idaho – it may 
as well be another planet. 

Take it from this intergalactic traveler: 
the novelty and feeling of liberation that 
came from my recent experience will not 
be forgotten.

A pit stop for pot

Kids are now enjoying the newest swing set in Teton Valley following the 
Eagle Scout project of Thomas Knight with the help of the Tetonia 2nd Ward 
Scouts and Jason Hess. The swings were put up just in time for the Tetonia 
Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for 10 a.m. this Saturday at the Tetonia city park.
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